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The EU’s position in global agri-food trade

We have become used to the mantra that the EU is both the world’s largest agri-food exporter but also its

largest agri-food importer. But this was before Brexit and the departure of the United Kingdom from the EU.

The UK is a large net importer, so its departure implies (a) that the EU27 now becomes a larger exporter

because exports to the UK are added to the extra-EU exports of the EU28, and (b) a smaller importer,

because UK imports from the rest of the world no longer count as part of EU27 imports.

The two charts below show the revised situation after Brexit. Although the latest trade data available in the

WTO International Trade Statistics from which these data are drawn is 2019, when the UK was still an EU

Member State, the data have been re-worked on an EU27 basis. Agri-food trade is de�ned as those products

covered by the WTO Agreement on Agriculture and set out in an annex to that Agreement.
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Based on this rede�nition of the EU as 27 Member States, the EU now emerges as the sovereign largest agri-

food exporter, well ahead of the U.S. as its nearest rival. Indeed, EU exports continued to forge ahead during

the latest three years shown in the chart, while exports from its rivals at best held their ground.
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https://data.wto.org/


However, on the import side, the EU has dropped from the world’s No.1 importer to third place, behind

China which is now indisputably the largest importer but also, in 2019, it is just behind the U.S. which pushes

it into third place. Signi�cantly, the UK on its own is now the �fth largest agri-food importer in the world.

The implication of these �gures is that the EU is now a much more signi�cant net exporter of agri-food

products than before Brexit and that a higher proportion of its exports are covered by a preferential trade

agreement than before.
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Dear Alan, thank you for this interesting observation and the e�ort to calculate the data.

It is also to assume that the share of EU agri-food exports to developed economies (such as US, Switzerland,

Canada, Japan, South Korea, China and now also UK) has rather increased than decreased through Brexit.

Best, Christine
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Indeed, @Christine, this observation is also correct and interesting. It would be possible to use the WTO database

to calculate the extent of this shift.

Comments are closed.

Christine Wieck

Alan Matthews

https://www.flickr.com/photos/ilopictures/9502885722/in/photostream/

